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UM REPO RT: MONTANANS SAY TOURISM GOO D FOR STATE O V E R A L L
M ISSOULA-The conclusion that a majority o f Montanans believe tourism is positive for the state is just
one fact found in two reports published recently by the Institute for Tourism and Recreation
Research (ITRR) at The University o f Montana-Missoula.
The first report -- Residents’ Opinions About Montana, Their Community, and Tourism -outlines responses given by 378 Montana households last fall to questions about tourism. The survey
received a 39 percent response rate, and the ratio o f female and male responses was nearly equal.
According to the report Montanans feel that:
■ The condition o f the state’ s natural environment is quite good, but the economy is not
good.
■ Tourism positively influences Montana’ s economy, cultural and historic preservation, and
parks and recreation.
■ Tourism has a negative influence on the natural environment, highways and roads.
■ Tourism’ s overall influence on the state is slightly positive.
■ Tourism’ s influence on an individual’ s employment and financial situation is positive.
■ Tourism has a negative influence on an individual’ s housing, leisure time and activities.
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■ Tourism’s overall influence on individuals is negative.
In addition, 68 percent o f respondents said the main advantage o f increased tourism is an
improved economy, and 32 percent said traffic and congestion were the main disadvantage.
The second report, A National Study o f Domestic Travel: Results for Montana, contains
information from an American Travel Survey administered in 1995 by the Bureau o f Transportation
Statistics, a division o f the U.S. Department o f Transportation. It was the first comprehensive effort
by the federal government since 1977 to determine how, why, where, when and who travels in
America. The ITRR report contains specific information about Montana generated from the study,
during which about 4,700 in-state and out-of-state households were contacted.
The report shows that Californians are the most frequent visitors to the state with 533,000
trips. Washington residents were second with 402,000 visits. Montana ranks 14th as a travel
destination for Californians and fifth as a travel destination for Washingtonians.
As for Montanans, they travel to Washington more than any other state -- 20 percent o f outof-state trips. They travel to Idaho 13 percent o f the time, Wyoming 12 percent and North Dakota
10 percent. Only 5 percent o f trips are taken to California.
To obtain a copy o f either report, visit the ITRR Web site at http://www.forestry.umt.edu/itrr
or call (406) 243-5686.
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